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Merchant’s House Cloned in Classic Film

The Heiress, the haunting 1949 film that tells the story of
Henry James’s classic novel, Washington Square, will be shown
in the Museum’s Greek Revival parlors on the evening of Feb.
13. The film is based on a play of the same name written in
1947 by Ruth and Augustus Goetz.

Now those who attend the Museum screening will have
the unique experience of viewing the movie in the very same
rooms that designer Emile Kuri used as a model for the film’s
interior sets.

The story, which takes place in the 1850s, concerns the
ill-fated romance of Catherine Sloper. The fictional Miss
Sloper and her physician father lived on the north side of
Washington Square in a house very similar to the Fourth
Street home of their flesh and blood neighbors, the Seabury
Tredwell family.

Rumor has suggested that Gertrude Tredwell may have
been Henry James’s inspiration for the character of Catherine
Sloper, but that is not the case. According to family legend,
Gertrude, like Catherine, was refused permission to marry the
love of her life. But there the similarity ends. James himself
indicated that the plot for the novel was suggested to him
in 1879 (the novel was published in 1881) by a bit of after-
dinner gossip about an English heiress and her conniving
suitor. Nevertheless, the film, directed by William Wyler and
starring Oliva de Havilland and Montgomery Clift, offers a
fascinating look at the way privileged New Yorkers lived in
the rowhouses of Bond Street and Washington Square at
mid-century.

Continued inside.

In Memory — Karen Treadwell

Karen Treadwell, a member
of the board of directors of the
Merchant’s House since 1990,
died on November 11, 2007,
after a four year battle with breast
cancer. She was 48.

In her 17 years as a key member
of our board, Karen saw the
house through times thick and
very thin. As many of you may
remember, the late 1980s/early
1990s were pretty dark days
for the house, for a number of
reasons, not the least of which was that the rowhouse next
door had been demolished, without warning, leaving our 1832
landmark building dangerously unstable.

I’ll never forget talking — and laughing — with Karen at
one of our annual holiday parties about all that lay ahead. In
spite of the daunting challenges we faced (more than half a
million dollars worth of structural repairs were needed —

money we didn’'t have), we were both confident, and excited,
knowing what the house could be. Karen was stalwart in her
commitment. We will all miss her very, very much.

As one of the Museum’s long-time friends, Karen made
a real difference in strengthening and securing this unique
resource for the appreciation and study of 19th-century New
York City. In her memory, many of her friends, relatives, and
colleagues have made contributions to the Merchant’s House.
Thanks in part to their generosity, we will continue her
work, enhancing our public education programs for adults
and schoolchildren; conserving our original collections; and
restoring our landmark 1832 building.

At the time of her death, Karen was Vice President and
Treasurer of the Rockefeller Group in New York City.
She is survived by her husband, Alan Eugley, her children,
Elizabeth, 18, and Seth, 11, and her parents, Kenneth and
Sally Treadwell. To all those in Karen's immediate and
extended family, and to her co-workers and colleagues, we
offer our heartfelt condolences.
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