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“Tea Room” Investigation:

These Walls Can Talk

Until recently, the Museum’s two-
story rear extension, which includes
the “tea room” as we have traditionally
called it, off the parlor floor, was
somewhat of a mystery to us. Records
suggested that the wooden structure
was completely rebuilt using all modern
matetials during

by Richbrook Conservation.

These two independent investigations
have provided conclusive evidence that
the extension is in fact a 19th-century
structure -- and dates to the original
construction of the House, in 1832.
We feel like we’ve just discovered

Pompeii.

the 1970s. So as
we wrestled with

Evidence further
suggests it was

floor had to have been installed when
the main structure was being
completed. Moreover, the floor boards
show no damage from exposure to the
elements, indicating that it was not an
open porch, or at least not for very
long.

More evidence was uncovered when
a probe of the ceiling revealed flat-
seamed sheet metal roof sheathing,
which was commonly used in the 19th
century. The nails in the roof framing
are also old, dating from the carly to
mid- 19th century. Old nails were also

how to restore it,
we were haunted
by nagging

questions: Was it

We decided to take a look, asking
our restoration architects, Jan Hird
Pokorny Associates, to undertake
physical probes. . . . We feel like
we 've just discovered Pompeii.

enclosed very eatly,
if not from the

beginning. Here are
highlights from the

found in the window casings and door
frames

Results of Richbrook’s paint analysis
confirmed that the windows and door

built when the

investigation:

House was
constructed or
was it a later addition? Was it ever an
open porch as was fashionable during
the first half of the 19th century? Was
it really completely re-built?

We decided to take a look, asking
our restoration architects, Jan Hird
Pokorny Associates, to undertake
physical probes. In tandem, a paint
and finishes analysis was conducted,

Taking up the
1970s vinyl
flooring in the tea room revealed floor
boards made of southern yellow pine,
a wood often used in the 19th century,
which matches the flooring used in
the ground floor kitchen and family
room. Even more important, the tea-
room floor boards were found to run
under the door frame, ending well
inside the main hallway. Cleatly, the

were part of the original structure.
Paint samples mirror those taken from
the adjacent interior hallway.

At long last the tea-room nut has
been cracked: it was indeed part of the
Tredwell home from the early years.
We are now taking the final research
step to determine what the stairs down
to the garden might have looked like.
And if the money gods look down on
us favorably, we will begin restoration
work in the fall.

Life in the Past Lane

We read recently that the average
price of a Manhattan apartment has
topped $1 million. Joseph Brewster, a
hatter by trade, built the Merchant’s
House in 1832 on speculation (some
things never change) in the residential
Bond Street Area just north of the
growing city. As one New York
newspaper exclaimed, in 1835, “The
elegance and beauty of this section
cannot be surpassed in the country.”

That same year, Brewster advertised
the House for sale in the New York
Commercial Adpertiser. The original

o at 166 Warer-sireef.

house number, 361, changed several
times as 4th Street was extended, finally
becoming 29 East 4th Street in 1873.

“Every convenient” [sic| included gas
piping, a servant call bell system, and a

., JFOR SALE.—Theelegant three story dwelling |
B House, No. 361 Fourth-street, (between Lafayette
Place and the Bowery.) built and occupied by the
subscriber. Lot 213 feer by 130. House 54 feet deep. and
replefe with every convenient. 1t ;
o’clock. Apply to JOSEPH sBREWSTER, on the premises,

It can be seen from 1l to 4

dec 30 eq_dQ\v

4,000 gallon cistern in the rear yard to
collect rainwater.

Brewster sold the house to Seabury
Tredwell for the then-handsome sum
of $18,000 — a mere $375,000 in 2004
dollars.
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